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Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
Sir: 



Oct 



Submitted herewith on Form PTO/SB/08 is a listing of documents known to 
Applicants in order to comply with Applicants' duty of disclosure pursuant to 37 CFR 
§1 .56. A copy of each listed document is being submitted to comply with the 
provisions of 37 CFR §1.97 and §1.98. 

The submission of any document herewith, which is not a statutory bar, is not 
intended as an admission that such document constitutes prior art against the claims of 
the present application or that such document is considered material to patentability as 
defined in 37 CFR §1 .56(b). Applicants do not waive any rights to take any action 
which would be appropriate to antedate or otherwise remove as a competent reference 
any document which is determined to be a prima facie art reference against the claims 
of the present application. 

TIMING OF THE DISCLOSURE 

The listed documents are being submitted in compliance with 37 CFR §1 .97(0, 
before the mailing date of either a final action under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 1 3, a notice of 
allowance under 37 CFR § 1 . 1 1 3, or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the 
application. 
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RELEVANCE OF EACH DOCUMENT 

English translations of the foreign-language documents are not readily available. 
However, the absence of such translations does not relieve the PTO from its duty to 
consider the submitted foreign language documents (37 CFR §1 .98 and MPEP §609). 
English Abstracts are attached for documents A1 and A2. 

Applicants respectfully request that any listed documem be considered by the 
Examiner and be made of record in the present application and that an initialed copy of 
Form PTO/SB/08 be returned in accordance with MPEP §609. 

STATEMENT 

The undersigned hereby states in accordance with 37 CFR §1 .97(e)(1) that each 
item of information contained in this information disclosure statement was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than three (3) months prior to filing of this Statement. 

The Commissioner is hereby authorized to charge any additional fees which may 
be required regarding this application under 37 CFR §§ 1.16-1.17, or credit any 
overpayment, to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0741 . Should no proper payment be 
enclosed herewith, as by a check being in the wrong amount, unsigned, post-dated, 
otherwise improper or informal or even entirely missing, the Commissioner is authorized 
to charge the unpaid amount to Deposit Account No. 1 9-0741 . 



Date Se ptember 29, 2003 

FOLEY & LARDNER 
Washington Harbour 
3000 K Street, N.W., Suite 500 
Washington, D.C. 20007-5143 
Telephone: (202)945-6112 
Facsimile: (202) 672-5399 



Respectfully submitted. 



By 




Daniel L. Girdwood 
Agent for Applicant 
Registration No. 52,947 
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AlHted for use through 10/31/2002. 0MB 0651-0031 
US Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
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number. 




lubstitute for fomn 1449B/PTO 
..,.^RMATION DISCLOSURE 
9 APPLICANT 

^ Date Submitted: September 29, 2003 
(use. as man y sheets as necessaty) 



Complete if Known ^ 


Application Number 


09/942,679 


Filing Date 


08/31/2001 


First Named Inventor 


Minoru TAMURA 


Group Art Unit 


3661 


Examiner Name 


D. Tran 


Attorney Docket Number 


040679-1342 J 



U.S. PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No.' 



U.S. Patent Document 



Number 



Kind 
Code^ (// 
known) 



Name of Patentee or Applicant of 
Cited Document 



Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Pages, Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 



t=QREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



Examiner 
Initials* 



Cite 
No.' 



Foreign Patent Document 

Kind Code^ 
{if known) 



Office^ Number* 



Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Documents 



Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 



Pages. Columns, Lines, 

Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
^^Figure^ppea^^ 



T* 



A1 



JP 



A2 



JP 



54040432 



11301434 



NISSAN MOTOR CO LTD 



03-29-1979 



TOYOTA MOTOR CO LTD 



11-02-1999 



A 
A 




Date 

Considered 

•examiner' inl.ialifreferencaconside,.d.whe.herorno.d.a.ionisincontorn.anc awithMPE^ Uraw l.ne .hrough citation i. no. ,n con.om.ance .nd 

considered include copy of this fomi with next communication to applicant. ^^nA/ion 
'Unipuecitationdesignationnun,t,er;Seeatta<.ed^^^^^^^^^ 

ard^'ir^r;^^^^^^^^^ 

:r:rrt::r™r:Late. 

raXieir^^iaKusroi^r^^^^^^ 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450. 



